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ΧǿƛǘƘ LǾƻƴŜ DŜōŀǊŀΣ {t  

άhƘΣ Ƴȅ DƻŘΣ L ƪƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜ  

Should be much better-- and -- it will be!  

But this does not prevent me from repeating: 

Lǘ ƛǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΦΦΦέ 
ώCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎΥ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ LǘΣ ²Ƙŀǘ Lǎ LǘΚέ  ōȅ [ǳƛȊ DƻƴȊŀƎŀ WǊΦ Σ .ǊŀȊƛƭϐ 



Peace and all joy during this Easter Season!  

 

 

We continue our series of conversations and 

interviews, which explore the deeper meaning of our 

General Chapter direction: άDŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

ƘƻǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

 

This conversation is with Ivone Gebara, SP, a Brazilian 

Sister of Our Lady (Canoneses of St. Augustine), who is 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ [ŀǘƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŀƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ 

of Longing for Running Water: Ecofeminism and 

Liberation, Gebara communicates an ecofeminist 

perspective. She is united with the most oppressed, which in her context, means poor 

women in urban slums. Ivone Gebara lives in a poor neighborhood in Camaragibe, 

Brazil.  

 

We hope that you visit our website frequently and we invite you to join us in our 

mission to generate compassion and hope in the community of life. 

 

Sister Tiziana Merletti, sfp 

Congregational Minister 

and Council 
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Franciscan Sisters of the Poor 

2008 General Chapter Direction Statement 

"Hope" is the thing with feathersτ That perches in the  
soulτ And sings the tune  without the wordsτ And never stopsτat all 
[Emily Dickinson ]  

Ivone Gebara, SP 



 
Hope is a feeling and a virtue rooted in the human person, which expresses itself in the 

longing for a better quality of life in all of its cultural expressions and situations. It is an 

intrinsic reality of the human spirit that is immanent in everyone. For this reason it was 

considered by the early Christian communities to be one of the theological virtues; that 

is, a gift from God infused into all human beings, a force that is part of our historical 

existence.  In this sense, hope cannot be predefined, since it follows us in the multiple 

expressions of our unity. 

 

We may say that there is a feminine and 

a masculine expression of hope, 

conditioned to the experience of each 

person. This does not mean we cannot 

have hopes in common or that the 

distance between them is great.  

Throughout history, however, it was the 

masculine understanding of Christian 

hope that was imposed. It was men who 

decided that our hope would at times be 

fulfilled in this world ς within the limits 

of history ς or in the next world, heaven.   
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From the perspective of a woman theologian, how do you define the 

word HOPE? 



Women had little chance to give voice to hope in the public forum, above all in 

reference to the direction of the world and the Church. Today fully in the 21st 

Century, we are seeing the interesting phenomenon of women erupting into social 

and political life, in theology and in the Church, and taking on the challenge of 

ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƘƻǇŜΦ 

 

Lƴ ōǊƻŀŘ ǎǘǊƻƪŜǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 

realized through strict systems, predefined laws imposed by political regimes or even 

ōȅ ŜŎŎƭŜǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΦ  9ǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅΣ ƻǳǊ ƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ aŀǊȅΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ 

ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǇǊŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ άΦ Φ Φ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘǊƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƭǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƻǿƭȅ Φ Φ Φέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǳǎΦ 

 

Hope, however, is experienced in her Visitation as supportive relationships -- among 

people -- sharing bread as the fruit of their labor and land as their means of 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άǳƴǘƻ ǳǎ ŀ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴέ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

άŀ ōƭƛƴŘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŀǊŀƭȅǘƛŎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪΦέ hǳǊ ƘƻǇŜ ŀǎ 

women is that our sons are not killed in war nor do they target our daughters by 

violating them in war as well.  Our hope is that our bodies and our options are 

respected and that we have the right to plan our lives and even to make mistakes 

without having stones thrown at us. 

 

In our world so broken apart by the forces of war, violence and natural 

disasters, how do you see us as being called forth as the community of 

life for others? 
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Every human group defines, according to its own conditioning, the context and 

meaning of its longings.  Similarly, in every nation or ethnic group, the women 

perceive life as stemming from their own bodies, defining what their hopes are for 

today and tomorrow.  It is necessary that we let such expectations affirm and manifest 

themselves as a feminine contribution to the building of our world. 

The expression άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

ƭƛŦŜέ is a relatively recent one 

and includes the dimension of 

the human person belonging to 

all creation in the varied 

expressions of life itself. 

Through use of this terminology, 

we surpass the trend of 

Anthropomorphism, which had 

previously characterized us. 

Thus we began perceiving our 

intimate relationship with the 

different and complex life 

systems. As rational human 

beings, we are not superior to 

You have chosen to live in an area of Brazil, embedded in tangible pov-

ŜǊǘȅΦ ²Ƙŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

ƭƛŦŜΚέ 

Children at play... 
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the other life forms, despite our being able to think about them.  In reality, we are 

interdependent and one body despite our individuality. 

 

The community of life 

comprises an 

immense quantity of 

beings responsible for 

sustaining the survival 

of all species. Without 

water, all die.  

Without air, all perish.  

Without well 

cultivated 

nourishment, we cannot sustain ourselves.  Without the diversity of animals ς birds, 

fish, insects ς and plants, all life eventually becomes extinct.  In the same way this 

reciprocity shows us our interdependence with the diverse groups of people living all 

over the world. It is from the richness of this diversity that we draw the means to 

sustain ourselves as living beings. 

I live in Camaragibe, Brazil.  It is in this tropical place, filled with enormous challenges 

and poverty that I have come to feel how far we are from building life communities 

together with the whole of creation. One of the negative things which most move me 

ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΣ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

What is your sense of community that our world yearns for?  
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